

ADOPTED 6/12/07

Introduced by Council Members Copeland, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad & Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-548-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING RICHARD A. BARRETT FOR HIS 34 YEARS OF SERVICE WITH THE JACKSONVILLE FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Chief Richard A. Barrett, whose career and leadership helped catapult Jacksonville Fire & Rescue as one of the most impressive fire and rescue operations in the country, retires from the Jacksonville Fire & Rescue Department in June 2007 after 34 years of dedicated service; and

WHEREAS,
a native of Jacksonville, Chief Barrett graduated from Ribault Senior High School in 1969 and subsequently graduated Summa Cum Laude in 1978 from Florida Junior College, now Florida Community College in Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS,
to serve his country, Chief Barrett did a tour of duty in the United States Air Force where he completed advanced training as a Jet Aircraft Technician, graduating as the number one student in his class; and
WHEREAS,
joining the Jacksonville Fire & Rescue Department in 1973, Chief Barrett successfully advanced in rank as a firefighter for seven years at Stations 18 and 27, as Lieutenant, after achieving a perfect score on the Lieutenant’s exam, for seven years at Station 30, and for eight years as Fire Captain for Stations 10, 15 and 53; and

WHEREAS,
Chief Barrett broadened his expertise in the fire and rescue profession by taking numerous career-related courses over the years including programs in weapons of mass destruction, disaster recovery operations, fire safety inspection, wildland fire suppression, fire prevention management, fire attack course, fire service supervision and emergency medical technology; and

WHEREAS,
in the 1990s, Chief Barrett’s conscientious work resulted in a progression of promotions, from District Chief, to Division Chief, to Battalion Chief, culminating in an appointment in 2003 by Mayor John Peyton as the Director/Fire Chief for the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department; and

WHEREAS,
throughout his life and career, Chief Richard Barrett has striven to better serve his community as a husband, father, FCCJ Instructor, career firefighter and dedicated citizen and at this juncture in his life is able to retire with the admiration, gratitude and best wishes of the citizens of Jacksonville; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City does hereby honor and commend Richard A. Barrett for his 34 years of outstanding service with the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department and wishes him well in the years ahead.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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